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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER HALLGRIMSSON'S VISIT TO SOVIET UNION 

REF: REYKJAVIK 1013 

1 . DURING CALL ON PRIME MINISTER GEIR HALLGRIMSSON 
THIS MORNING TO DISCUSS ANOTHER MATTER, I ASKED HIM 
WHETHER OPPICIAL VISIT TO SOVIET UNION, WHICH HE HAD 
BRIEFLY MENTIONED TO ME ON ANOTHER OCCASION AS PROBABLE, 

WAS NOW SET. THE PRIME MINISTER REPLIED THAT THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT OP THE VISIT WOULD PROBABLY BE MADE IN 
THE NEXT PEW DAYS. HE SAID AN OPPICIAL VISIT WOULD 

TAKE PLACE SEPTEMBER 20-22 AND WOULD BE POLLOWED BY 
POUR OR LIVE DAYS OP UNOPPICIAL TRAVEL IN SOVIET UNION. 

PRIME MINISTER THEN SAID HE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING 
ANY INFO I MIGHT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE WHICH WOULD BE 

USEPUL TO HIM IN HIS MEETINGS WITH SOVIET LEADERSHIP. 

I SAID I WOULD INQUIRE OF DEPARTMENT AND WOULD BE IN 
TOUCH WITH HIM FURTHER. 

2. COMMENT:GIVEN ICLAND'S STRATEGIC LOCATION AND 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 REYKJA 01151 241832Z 

PRESENCE HERE OP LARGE AMERICAN-MANNED NATO PACILITY, 

RUSSIANS HAVE SPECIAL INTEREST IN REMINDING ICELANDERS 
OP SOVIET UNION'S WEIGHT AND IMPORTANCE IN AREA.; 

(MEASURE OP RUSSIAN INTEREST IS SIZE OP SOVIET MBASSY 
WHOSE STALE, PROBABLY INCLUDING WORKING DEPENDENTS, 

ALL RUSSIAN, IS ESTIMATED AT WELL OVER 60). ACCORDINGLY, 
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INSIGHTS WE COULD PROVIDE PRIME MINISTER ON ISSUES 
SOVIETS ARE LIKELY TO RAISE WITH HIM, PRESENT SOVIET 
LEADERSHIP, AND PRESENT STATE U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS 
WOULD, I AM SURE, BE MOST WELCOME TO HIM. HE IS, OF 
COURSE, STAUNCH SUPPORTER OF ICELAND'S NATO CONNECTION 


AND STRONG U.S. 

ICELAND BILATERAL RELATIONS. I WOULD THEREFORE 
APPREICATE ANY BACKGROUND DEPARTMENT MAY WISH PROVIDE 
FOR HIS USE. 

BLAKE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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